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HUSBANDS AND LAP DOGS 
BREATHE THEIR LAST 

A REVIEW BY REBECCA FERREIRA TROY 
Husbands and Lap Dogs Breathe Their Last by David Steven Rappoport is a murder 
mystery that follows the investigations of Cummings Flynn Wanamaker, an amateur yet 
talented detective who resides in Chicago. The story begins furiously with Cummings’ 
attention being diverted to Maine after the death of a local New England man--who had 
disappeared months before his body was discovered on the boat of Deuteronomy Smelt by 
Smelt’s housekeeper, Elektra Philemon--is announced. A second murder, which occurs 
soon after the first, carries the reader into the world of the occult where a group of 
occultists have gathered in secret to celebrate the knowledge of (unbeknownst to them at 
the time of the gathering) the soon-to-be murder victim. 

 
Rappoport quickly and successfully engulfs his narrative with the essence of the occult. 
Cummings and his husband, Odin, find themselves invited to attend a meeting where the 
aforementioned Surendra Hickok, a woman well known within the occultist community, 
dies seemingly (at least initially) by spontaneous combustion. 
 
The world of the occult society is well established through descriptions of the steam-punk 
style that they have all adopted to some degree, making each character, whose names are all 
an extension of their steam-punk persona, mysterious and interesting. The energy around 
this section of the book heightens the reader’s interest and the thread of the occult that 
promises to be weaved into the rest of the book begins to take hold. However, there are only 
vague references to the occult afterwards. The reader never returns to the secret society; 
and, I believe it is a terrible shame that they never do. Cummings interviews members of 

the society in their actual homes who were present at the time of the murder- now having 
reverted back to their real names, a fact that somewhat derails the mystery and interest that 
Rappoport had previously and so diligently delivered to his readers. 

 
As it stands, Cummings is a charming main character in his own right and the reader is happy 
enough to fight along with him through the mysteries that surround the murders. His skill level 
is believable and his theories are plausible, if not always completely or initially accurate. 
Cummings’ character, in some ways, resembles that of Jessica Fletcher, from the TV series Murder 
She Wrote. Both detectives find themselves in New England, are considered amateur yet respected 
by their peers, and have had a certain amount of success in solving previously unsolvable cases. 

 
Rappoport has success in conjuring the feeling of a small New England town by way of vivid and 
ripe descriptions. The highlighted speech and verbiage of the locals (there are some genuinely 
amusing speech moments) pulls the reader in, allowing them to feel as though they are standing 
next to Cummings in this small, quaint town. Overall, the book is well written and -despite the 
prevalence of a well defined local Maine dialect- the overall tone is somewhat sophisticated, 
reflecting the educated background of Cummings and many of the secondary characters. My one 
thought on creating such a proper tone for many of the rapidly introduced characters is that- 
combined with their similar traits and lifestyles- it blends their identities together. Moreover, the 
reader is able to keep up with Cummings’ exploits; and, when the identity of the killer is finally 
revealed, it is both a character that has been well established as well as one that the reader has had 
time to develop a kinship with. Obviously, I will not tell you who it is! 

 
Husbands and Lap Dogs Breathe Their Last has many twists and turns that keeps the pace of 
the book and retains the reader’s interest enough to reach the end. The characters are likable and  
the descriptions are thorough, which all sets the stage for the reader’s imagination to conjure the 
scenes in their heads. Husbands and Lap Dogs Breathe Their Last is a good book if you are 
looking for a somewhat lighthearted murder mystery that factors in elements of the occult. 
Available on Amazon. 
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